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Grand Opening in August! RIBBON-CUTTING

August 15, 2026
A special event for all

We are delighted to announce the Grand Opening of the expanded museum p
onors and members

campus this August. All supporters of the project and current members will be
invited to the ribbon-cutting at 11:00am on Saturday, August 15, followed by an PUBLIC OPENING
informal reception in the John Black Room. The following Saturday, August 22, the August 22, 2026

o o Af house for th
museum campus will officially open to the public with a free open house! ree open nouse for e
whole community!

See page 6 for details.
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Letter from our Director

Dear Friends,

On a cold April day in 2019, we signed
the papers to purchase the Trudeau Building.
Seven years and over $6 million later, we are
getting ready to open the new museum. It's
been a heavy lift, but it's stretched us in good
ways. We've made new friends, learned about

preservation, grown our collection, and
developed our board. Most importantly, we've deepened our commitment
to our mission to build a stronger community.

We've learned a lot, and one lesson is that a quality project requires
not just expertise and money, but also time. Our amazing team is working
hard, and the expanded museum exhibits will be substantially complete by
August 15. At the Grand Opening, we will unveil the entire first floor and
major parts of the second floor of the Trudeau Building. Although we'll
need a bit more time to complete the last gallery spaces, we are thrilled
that starting in August, both museum buildings will be open to the public,
five days a week, year-round.

The success of the Trudeau Building is bringing a snowball effect of
rewards. | am honored to be joining the board of the Museum Association
of New York. | look forward to learning from my colleagues around the state
and sharing about HSL and the many wonderful museums in the North
Country. In April, I'll be traveling to the state historic preservation
conference in Cooperstown to accept the NY State Historic Preservation
Award for the Trudeau Building.

This summer promises to be a busy one, as we undertake strategic
planning, unveil a new John Black Room exhibit, and launch a new
volunteer program to help staff the growing museum. While we are sad to
say good-bye to our wonderful staff member, Emily Banach, as she moves
on to a new job in Albany, we look forward to growing our staff with new
positions. We continue to raise funds to integrate the campus by building
an accessible entrance at the laboratory. We are building our endowment to
support the museum into the future. In the midst of all the excitement, we
quietly go about our daily work of bringing people together to consider the
past and build a stronger tomorrow.

With the help of friends like you, we've grown so much. In recent
years, one person in particular was instrumental in our success. Last month,
we were saddened to hear the news of his passing. Fred B. Roedel’s deep
roots in our community inspired him to support HSL so generously. We are
forever grateful. We send our condolences to Fred’s family and friends.

Sincerely, %47 / :
4 0un i~

In memory of Fred B. Roedel, October 11,1932 — February 23, 2026
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Board

Lisa Lauroesch, President
Suzanne Roberson, V.P.
Ann Greene, Secretary
Marie Killory-Garso, Treasurer
Amy Cheney-Seymour
Nancy Cohen

Dave Chapin

Rebecca Gillard

Joan Grabe

Lynn Harrison
Judy Landes
Melinda Little
Betsy Minehan
Nancy Murphy

Advisory Board
Jane and Charles Carroll
Ruth Chasolen

Kathy Dagget

Tim Fortune

Sandy Gothard

Sunita Halasz

Patti Hilling

Jim Hotaling

Linda Jackson

Amy Jones

Lorraine Kelly
Barbara LeMay Darring
Rich Loeber

Judy Meagher

Kevan Moss

Michele Pecora

Judy Rush

Marc Wanner

Ann Wareham
Barbara Wells
Caroline Welsh

Pat Wiley

Staff

Amy Catania
Executive Director

Chessie Monks-Kelly
Archivist/Curator

Alex Krach
Program Coordinator

New. | Council on
STATE | the Arts

Made possible, in part, by the NY
State Council on the Arts with the
support of the Office of the Governor
and the NYS Legislature.
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Collection News

Our Collections are on the Move!

We are beginning to move our collections into our
new storage spaces in the Trudeau Building! This
will be a slow process over the next year or two, but
we are excited to utilize the newly-renovated space.
We have installed compact shelving by Metro/
Gaylord, which will allow us to make the most of the
space we have available. Thanks to everyone who
has supported our work with the collections by
donating to the Mary B. Hotaling Memorial Fund.

Growing our Collections Database!

5 E] We launched our Cataloglt database more than two years
etk & ago, and we now have more than 6,800 items. Scan the QR
™! code to check it out or head to https://hub.catalogit.app/
historic-saranac-lake!

Staff Changes

We are sorry to say good-bye to our wonderful
Museum Specialist Emily Banach, who is leaving
HSL for a new opportunity with BOCES in
Albany. She is happy to be moving closer to her
family! During the four years Emily has been
with us, she has digitized thousands of
photographs and answered hundreds of
research questions. We will miss her very much,
but we know that she will always be a valuable
asset at any Saranac Lake trivia night!

Portrait of Healing

We are excited to announce that Portrait of Healing, by Victoria Rinehart,
is being re-released. Originally printed in 2002, this beautiful book
carefully documents stories of the doctors, nurses, and patients that
made up the community that was the
Trudeau Sanatorium. Out of print, we have
missed offering it in the museum store.
Now it is back, with a the original foreword
by Garry Trudeau and a new preface by
our Executive Director Amy Catania,
exploring parallels between the TB years
and the Covid-19 pandemic. The book will
be available for sale starting August 1.
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New to the
Collection

NATIONAL
VAUDEVILLE

ARTISTS

* 1928 National Vaudeville

Artists Yearbook, published
to raise funds for the
building of the NVA
hospital in Saranac Lake
(later known as Will
Rogers). Gift of Ann Pecora
Diamond.

Reel to reel tapes of
programming at WNBZ and
chairs from the Pontiac
Theatre. Gift of Chris
Brescia.

Vernon Wamsganz's
insurance log detailing local
residents, 1942. Gift in
Memory of John
Wamsganz.

Letters sent home by
Charles Liscomb during
WWII, 1918-1919. Gift of
Janet Swentusky.

Letters sent by Dr. Edward
L. Trudeau to Dr. Sidney
Blanchet. Gift of the
Blanchet Family, in Memory
of Dr. Sidney Blanchet.


https://hub.catalogit.app/historic-saranac-lake
https://hub.catalogit.app/historic-saranac-lake
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A Busy Fall and Winter

Suzanne Roberson, Sarah Wardner, David Chapin, Amy Cataina, Assemblyman Michael Cashman,
Chessie Monks-Kelly, Melinda Little, and Marie Killoy Garso.

Special Tours

We have enjoyed showing the Trudeau Building to specials visitors while
we wait for the new exhibits to be installed. In March, staff and board
members welcomed Assemblyman Michael Cashman to the Trudeau
Building for a special tour. Drs. Jay and Dorothy Federman hosted a
festive reception for the former staff of Medical Associates.

Building a Stronger Community

Our museum programs are all about connecting
with our neighbors! From Winter Carnival
activities, to working with students in the
classroom, we've been busy! In 2025, HSL
reached 4,874 people through tours,
presentations, school visits, and more. We also
hosted talks centered on our various connections
to the Adirondack environment. If you weren't
able to attend the
presentations in person,
you can still watch many of
them on our YouTube
channel at
www.youtube.com/
historicsaranaclake. Check
out our upcoming 2026
schedule on the next page
to see how you can get
involved!

¥ 5 - e £ |
| = ¥ e -

Above, Scare-anac Lake at the Museum. Below: Alex Krach
presents about Winter Carnival history at Petrova Elementary

SPRING 2026

2025 Village Car Show pop-up display

Thanks, Volunteers!

Our thanks to the many people
who helped this past fall and
winter with events,
presentations, collections care,
and more! Tom Bartiss, Giles
Blunt, Chris Brescia, Brian
Draper, Dave Fadden, Lorraine
Fielder, Eddie Frierson, Donna
Fulkerson, Diane Furtaw,
Natalie Gearhart, Priscilla Goss,
Carolyn Greenberg, Amy and
Peter Jones, Caitlin Keefe,
Andy Kelly, Mark Kurtz, Bill
Madden, Doug and Susan
Miller, Carol Niederbuhl, Rocky
Nogales, Paul Smith’s
Paranormal Club, Edward Pitts,
Suzanne Samuelson, Sara
Sheldon, Maryalice Smith, Curt
Stager, Erin Tobin, Mike Ward,
Pat Wiley, and Margaret
Worden. And special thanks to
our fabulous events team: Ruth
Chasolen, Penny Curran, Linda
Jackson, Lorriane Kelley, and
Judy Meagher.

Interested in volunteering?
We probably have the perfect
project for your unique skills,
and if we don’t, we want to
help you design the project
that best fits

your interests!

Follow the QR

code to find out

more!
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Upcoming Events

Visit our Events page for details and to purchase tickets. Tours of
the Trudeau Sanatorium, Little Red and the Trudeau Statue, historic
downtown, and the Bartdk Cabin will be announced soon!
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A New Exhibit Summer 2026
Saranac Lake: At the Wheel

—

A
. :
i8e B

“This was the automobile, the great
democratizer of American vacations and
leisure.” — Phil Terrie, Contested
Terrain

The automobile transformed the
Adirondacks, granting vacationers new
mobility to explore the North Country.
As cars replaced trains, a new landscape
of roads, campsites, motels, and
roadside businesses emerged, forever
changing the Saranac Lake region.
Saranac Lake: At the Wheel explores the
milestone markers and local icons that
shaped our region's automotive history.

Top: The first automobile in Saranac Lake,
1902. Photo courtesy of the Adirondack
Research Room. Bottom: Fish Creek Pond
Campground. HSL Collection.
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The Museum Expansion

Preparing the Exhibits

The Trudeau Building exhibits will be substantially complete by August 15.
We will unveil the Trudeau parlor, the Indigenous Gallery by Dave Fadden,
the film room, and exhibit spaces on early history of the region, including
topics such as guiding, logging, hunting, and great camps. Upstairs, we'll
unveil the Special Exhibits space and the Doonesbury
Gallery. The final second floor spaces and refreshed
exhibits at the laboratory will open in the fall. Work is
underway on the first show for the Special Exhibit space, a
selection of model boats from the extensive collection of
Jeff Robillard. Two experts are advising on the project,
Hallie Bond and Emmett Smith, pictured right with a
model of a St. Lawrence skiff.

Exhibit Fabricators Selected

HSL has selected Apogee, fabricator of
museum and trade show exhibits in upstate
New York, to bring the new exhibits to
fruition. Mark Taylor, Apogee’s President and
CEO demonstrated a real commitment to

get the exhibits completed with attention to
detail and at a great price. The firm is
expanding their work in museum exhibits with
their recent acquisition of Exhibits and More, based out of Syracuse.
Related to the local Munn family, Mark has deep family roots in the area,
and he enjoys vacationing at his camp in the Adirondacks.

Apogee Staff: Ben Schoenfelder,
Ethan Taylor, and Mark Taylor

Dedicate a Paver — deadline is May 1

Support the museum expansion by having your name and/or message
displayed on a brick paver at the new museum campus! Brick pavers will
be installed on the walk at the Saranac Laboratory. You may place your

order by calling HSL at 518-891-4606 or donate online at
www.historicsaranaclake.org/pavers.

Support the Theater

Eleven original seats from the old Pontiac
Theatre (right) are being refurbished for the
film room, along with two original Art Deco
lights. Each seat and light can be dedicated
with a donation of $1,000. A plaque will
recognize each donor. Place your order at

www.historicsaranaclake.org/dedicate-a-theater-seat.
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Sponsor our
Grand Opening!

Businesses and Individuals
are invited to sponsor our
Grand Opening!

Your sponsorship supports
the cost of the new museum
exhibits, helps underwrite
our Grand Opening events,
and supports HSL's public
programs!

Sponsorship levels are
designed to fit different
budgets and levels of
involvement. These options
give you plenty of ways to
show your support for
Saranac Lake’s cultural
heritage and our bright
future.

Sponsor Levels:

e Diamond ($10,000) *
¢ Platinum ($5,000)

¢ Gold ($1,000)

e Silver ($500)

® Bronze ($250)

* At the $10,000 level, you will
be considered a member of our
Leadership Society, which
recognizes annual gifts of
$10,000 or more.

Follow the QR
code to be a
sponsor!
Deadline is May 1



https://historicsaranaclake.org/pavers
http://www.historicsaranaclake.org/dedicate-a-theater-seat
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Thank You, Members!

Our thanks to the following people and businesses who paid membership dues since
March 1, 2025.Your membership is good for 12 months from the date of donation and
entitles you to member benefits! Memberships are distinct from our end-of-year annual

fund or special fund drives.

Jane Alden

Susan Alexander

Larry & Dottie Altemus

Jack & Kim Alvarez

Phyllis Apuzzo

Margaret Backus

Clyde Baker & Suzanne Rice
John & Linda Banta

Robert & Kathleen Barlow
Collette Barnard

James Barnshaw

Nancie Battaglia

Jackie Beattie

Ralph & Liz Bennett

Drs. Stephen & Arlene Bowes
Kathy & Ron Bowler

Kevin Brady

Chris Brescia

JoAnne Broadbent

Rosanne & Barry Brogan

Pat Brown

Dean Butts

Denise Cabana & Doug Scott
Elisabeth Cain

Tim Caramore & E. Paddock
Jennifer Carlson

Amy & Roger Catania
Elizabeth Cerminara

James Cerniglia

Claudine Chavanne

James & Kathryn Clark
Chris Cohan & Rita Wong
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Cohen
Edward Comstock, Jr.

Anne Cook

John Cramer & Dona Haag
Jim & Chris Crane

Siobhan & Peter Crary

Steve & Susan Cross

Peter Crummey

Penny Curran

Judy Ann & John Curtis
Matthew & Eileen D'Elia
Sandra Danussi

Karen Davidson & Peter Seward
Vito & Aura De Santis

Maria DeAngelo & Matthew Paul
Diane Depreter

Steve Detwiler

Ann Pecora Diamond
Matthew Diller & K. Kennedy
Chris Distefano

Susan Donnelly

Carol Dort

Lynn Downey

Lori Dramm

Jack & Phyllis Drury

Geralyn Drymalski

Sharon Dudley

Thomas Duffy & Moira Bailey
Dennis & Susan Dwyer
Anne Dyer

John Edelberg

Chris Edwardson

Myra Efinger

John Eisenhauer & S. Strate
John Eldridge

Michael Elitzer

Colleen Holmes

David Filsinger & Susan Nolde
Edward Finnerty

Phil Fitzpatrick

Lonnie & Kathy Ford

Tim & Diana Fortune
Barbara & Michael Franklin
Mark Friden

Donna Fulkerson

Phil Gallos & Sharon O'Brien
Natalie Gearhart

Arthur & Mary George
Lorna Gibson

Tristan Glanville

Robert & Michalene Glennon
Carolyn & John Greenberg
Ann Greene & Bob Tate
Worth Gretter

Edwin & Ellen Gualtieri

Cat Hadlow & Ambie Garcenila
Susan Hahn

Celia Haines

Terry Hamblin

Hildegarde Hammond

David Hanning

Lina & Charles Hart

Allen Harvey

Beryl & Dave Hermanson
Linda Hilbert

Patti Hilling & Jay Law
Shelby Hines

Douglas & Carol Hoffman
Jane & Robert Holder

Elaine & Richard Holmlund
Nancy & Richard Horan
John & Karen Huttlinger
Angelo & Linda lzzo

Carol Jackman

Bertha Josephson

Chris & Jayne Kaldrovics

Ms. Susan Kavanagh

Lorraine Kelley

Janet Klemperer

Gunnar Knapp

Cheryl Knoell

Tricia Koch & Allan Watnik
Robert & Mary Koegel

Paul & Karen Laba

Becky & Chad LaDue

Lynn Ladutko

Antonia Laird

Richard & Barbara Leamer
C. Lincoln &T. Van Ryn-Lincoln
Kathy Lobo

Tom & Marina Lockwood
Kyla Marion

Barb & Charlie Martin

Dean & Pamela Martin

Jean Mason

Gerald & Barbara Matacotta
Bev McFarland

Luanne McGrain & Eric Brauer
Michael & Mary Ellen McGrath
James Meade

Tom & Lynn Meldrim

Gail & Rick Meyer

Susan & Doug Miller

Tyler & Mary Montgomery
Anita Moore

Shirley & Don Morgan
Carolyn Mueller

Keith & Marge Murphy

Carla Navarra

Richard Nelson

Phil Newton & Dianne Fortado
Skip & Julie Outcalt

Maria & Alvin Paz

Diane & Kirk Peterson

Edward & Carol Pfeiffer

Alan Pike

Martha Pinckney

Edward Pitts & Meredith Leonard
Liz Pope

Bran & Cindy Potter

John & Constance Quenell
Patricia Randolph-Clark
Benjamin Rawdon

Linda Reichert & Mark Putnam
Alison Riley-Clark

Peter & Heidi Roland

Kitty Rooney

C.Rosenwald & P. Klementowitz
Michael & Andrea Ryan
Jennifer & Jim Sausville

Calvin & Christina Schmeichel
Edith Schneider

Jack Shay

Sara Sheldon

Wilhelmina Sheridan

James Silliman

Karen Sligh

Robin Smith & Roberta Frederick
Paul & Sharon Sorgule

Kristen Starheim

Dave Staszak & Patricia Peebles
Dan Sullivan

John Sullivan

Polly Sullivan

Susan & Ripley Swan

Tom & Susan Swayne

Amy & Bob Sweet

Joseph & Beryl Szwed

Diane Tarabour

Peg Taylor & Fred Gillen, Jr.
Ann TenEyck

Bill & Nora Teter

Erin Tobin & Roger Bearden
Gene Tweraser

Emily & David Tyner

Jean Vaughn

Holly Wahlberg & Kevin Cleary
Donna Walsh

Sally & Francis Ward

David Webb

Keith & Barbara Wells
Caroline Welsh

Dr.William Winn

Richard & Artley Wolfson
Russell Wong

Julie Woods

Mary & Kent Woods
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LIFETIME MEMBERS

Our thanks to those who have supported our work with donations
totaling over $5,000

Russ Aicher and Lynn Hidy
Kay and Marvin Best

Edward and Koko Bickford
Lynn Birdsong

Jan Blomstrann and R. Brokaw
Cole & Sandy Campbell
Charles & Jane Carroll

Ruth Chasolen & H. Riley
Nancy & Larry Cohen
Colleen Connor & B. Kelahan
Ray Curran & Kathy Daggett
Thomas Downs

Renate Dreyfoos

Gloria Drucker

Gloria Duffy

Donna Evans

Jay & Dorothy Federman
Jeanne & Sandy Fenn

Joseph & Joan Fernandez
Emily & Jack Fogarty

Julia Frank

Joe Garso & M. Killory-Garso
Rebecca & Patrick Gillard
Nellie & Robert Gipson
Daniel & Sarah Gordon
Priscilla Goss

Bill & Joan Grabe

Sunita & Steven Halasz

Lynn Harrison

Robert Harvey

Amy & Peter Jones

Dr.Tony Holtzman

James Hotaling

Linda Jackson

Dick Jarvis & Barbara Rottier
Katherine Judd

Ernest & Nancy Keet

Judy Landes

Jack & Lisa Lauroesch

Taimim Li

Rich & Diane Loeber

Peter Macintyre

Mike Mahoney

Paul & Muffin McAfee

Liz McAuliffe

Bruce McClanahan

Judy Meagher

Dr. & Mrs. Minehan

Barbara Mohajery

Nancy & Ed Murphy

Captain Brumley

Kathy O'Kane

Noreen Oslander

Mary Packard

Michele Pecora & M. Lefever
Mary Ann Randall

Barbara & Mike Rawdon
Tim & Deb Reilly

Sally & Mike Ritchie

Suzanne Roberson & M. Cruz
Jeff Robillard & C. Guyamier
Judy Rush & Marc Wanner
Larry & Diane Seidenstein
James & Marcene Sonneborn
Eden Michael Specht

Susan & Curtis Stiles
Charles & Sally Svenson
Mark Taylor

Garry Trudeau & Jane Pauley
Ned & Patricia Trudeau
Sarah Wardner & D. Chapin
Craig & Connie Weatherup
Barrie & Deedee Wigmore
David & Holly Wolff

Stephen Wolff & Laura Warden
Fran Yardley & Burdette Parks
Wayne Zukin & Sue Smith
Anonymous

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS

Absolutely Adirondacks
Adirondack Daily Enterprise
Adirondack Massage Therapy
Bishop Beaudry Construction
Blue Moon Construction
Branch Farm Bed & Breakfast
Carcuzzi Car Care Center
Cochran Container Service
Clinton Co. Historical Assoc.
Davidson Design

Duff’s Dumpsters

Engel & Volkers Real Estate
Fortune Studio

Geomatics Land Surveying
High Peaks Builders

Hyde Fuel

Joan Weill ADK Library
Landmark Consulting, LLC
Long Run Wealth, LLC
Madden’s Transfer & Storage
Marble City Books

Mark Kurtz Photography
North Woods Engineering
Owl & Fern Management
Rotary Club of SL

Saranac Lake Free Library
Joan Weill Adirondack Library
Wilkins Agency

Women’s Civic Chamber of SL

If your membership has lapsed, please don’t dismay! If you made a recent donation that you would like to re-classify as a membership, please let us
know. We make every effort to ensure our lists are accurate. If your name is missing, we apologize & will correct the error in our next publication.
Please see our Fall Annual Report for a complete listing of the many foundations that support our work so generously. Thank you!
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Help steer us to into the future!

Become a member or renew your membership today!

Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Email:

Make your check payable to Historic Saranac Lake or
donate by credit card:

QVisa QM/C QAMEX QDiscover
Card No.
Exp. Date securitycode

Name on card:

Signature:

Use the QR code to pay your membership dues at
http://www.historicsaranaclake.orgimembership

3

Benefactor: $1,000+
Family: $65

HISTORIC SARANAC LAKE MEMBERSHIP

Patron: $500 Historian: $100
Individual: $35 Business: $125

Nonprofit: $35

Your membership is good for 12 months from the date of donation and entitles you to member benefits.
Memberships are distinct from our Annual Fund or special fundraisers. Historic Saranac Lake is a not-for-profit
501(c)(3) organization. Dues & other contributions are tax deductible as provided by law.


http://www.historicsaranaclake.org/support-us
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